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fusing, and he is sometimes wanting in historical imagination ; but upon 
the whole one can obtain a full and quite satisfactory view of the subject 
from the first one hundred and thirty-seven pages of the book. 

The collection of the important cases decided by the court has been 
very creditably done. As a rule, the author has digested the cases with 
much ability and with clear appreciation of what is important in them 
to the construction of our judicial history. 

I cordially recommend the book to all students of legal history, pubUc 

law and jurisprudence. 

John W. Burgess. 

Tke Commerce of Nations. By C. F. Bast able, LL.D. London, 
Methuen & Co., 1892. — 8vo, viii, 216 pp. 

This very valuable little book comes to the public as one of the series 
entitled " Social Questions of To-day," issued by the publishers under 
the editorship of H. de B. Gibbins. Professor Bastable treats some old 
and vexed questions in a broad and comprehensive way. He believes 
"that existing commercial policy and the doctrines respecting it are 
best explained by reference to history," and acting upon this principle 
he devotes the larger portion of his little book to tracing briefly but 
not superficially the history of international trade. Having made a 
specialty of this branch of economics, he is eminently fitted for the task 
and has accomplished it in a manner not often equalled for conciseness 
and clearness. 

His estimate of the mercantile system and its transition into modern 
protectionism is especially good, and his statement of the relation 
between the two is thoroughly scientific. The protection theory 

retains the mercantile doctrine that the two parties to an exchange do not 
gain, or, in more extreme form, " that the gain of one is the loss of another." 
The consonance of such a belief with the sentiments engendered by war is 
apparent, and in practice the advocates of protection regard commerce rather 
as a field of conflict than as a process of peaceful co-operation. 

Attributing the origin of the protective system to "the political and 

economic situation of the world at the commencement of the present 

century," he traces the ebb and flow of the doctrine down to the present 

time, as illustrated in the tariffs of England, the continent and the 

United States. Following the history is a clear and impartial statement 

of the arguments for protection — economic, political and social — each 

in turn refuted by the author in his cool, scientific style. Taken as 

a whole, the book is a fair and unbiassed presentation of a knotty 

subject by a thoroughly competent mind. 

Frank R. Hathaway. 



